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And, having done so, should return                                      65sso
With tidings and inform us where
The enemy intends to fare 3
For they perchance may take some path
Where we may wreak on them our wrath.
By our adored Mohammed, one
Should choose time and occasion
Before one puts his men to shame.
You should not cast on us the blame;
By chance of warfare men may meet
With misadventure and defeat*                                             6,890
I shall not hesitate to say
That if I have a good array
Of men I'll hold them short and make
Them think their coming a mistake."
Then they chose out thirty emirs,
Great noblemen and lofty peers:
Each one had in his company
Five hundred Turks of gallantry
Who went, at Saladin's command,
Down to the Arsur river's strand,                                          6,900
And there they placed themselves, and spied
Till God's men were disposed to ride.
THE HOST PROCEEDS TO JAFFA
The host of God, who had well fought
And who had beaten down somewhat
The haughtiness and insolence
Of the Saracens, departed thence
On the third day.41 They had to go
Through a land stricken sore with woe.
In good order they rode. Their aim
Was to avenge the Lord God's shame.                                 6,910
The Templars that day, while they fared,
Mounted the rear guard, well prepared j
For the peasant says who guards with care
41 The Itinerarium (p. 281) says that it was on Monday j i. e., September 9.